SELECTIONS 


_ FROM THE - 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PUNJAB, 
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Received up to 3ist Jany,, 1873. 


POLITICAL MOMESTIC). 


‘Ta Rozndémcha, of the: 98rd J anuary, furnishes a long 
account of the way in which some Hill Brahmins were 
defrauded of a considerable sum of money in cash by some 
Hindoo sharpers in Lucknow. It seetns that the victims were 
accosted by a Jotish Brahmin, who volunteered to guide them 
toa place where good flour was procurable, arid who conducted 
them to the temple “* Kalkajee,” behind the chowk, telling 
them that a pundit skilled in astrology lived there, who 
would tell them all they desired to know. Having seated 
his dupes in the temple, he went out and introduced two 


other Brahmins--one of whom he pointed out as the astrologery: 
The hillemen fell at his-feet, and were-told not,to touch him © 


as they weresinners. On asking how they might.atone,for their 


sin, they were directed to take some earth:mixed with water, 


form it into a ball, and put into it-all-the cash they possessed 


(said tobe Rs. 98-8-0). They were then ‘blind-folded, a charm - 


was read, after which they were tald -to. take up the ball of 


mud and go on.their.way, but;that.they must .not remave the 


money from ‘the ball |before three days had elapsed. The 
frand .was,soon disqovered, and they went to the-gole. dyr- 
waza,”’ crying out that-they had been duped. .“ Ram Narrain 
_ Sahib, Inspector of Police, tock them-to the thana, and after 
full 3 mnqnury ordered the sheep Jotishes to he apprehended ; ? 
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( 4 ) 
when they confessed to having received Rs. 9-0-0 as an offer- 
ing, but denied all knowledge of -the remainder. On this, 
they were allowed to go their way ; the men they had duped 
being told to file a suit in Court, which, after begging eight 
annas to enable them to do so, they did.”” The editor, remark 
ing on the above ease, says that travellers experience great 
trouble and imposition in Lucknow, and especially Brahmins, 
who happen to be strangers. The citizens generally are 
much concerned at this state of things; and unless something 
is speedily done. to counteract and check the evil, the city 
will be avoided by travellers, and people will refrain from 
going about in public—a state of things which will be as much 
a disgrace.to the authorities as it will be injurious to the pros- 
perity of the city. He concludes by expressing the hope that a 
full investigation will be made into the above case; and if fally 
proved against them, that the offenders may. -be made a severe 
example of—adding that it may be accepted as fact that the 
hill-men had at least Rs. 100 with them, because fally that sum 
would be necessary for their travelling expenses, &e. 


ot 
K 


The Julwa-i-Tir, of the 24th January, referring to the 
idea entertained by the majority of his fellow-countrymen, 
that the value of the rupee has been declining of late under 
British rule, gives it as his opinion that while there are 
grounds for the idea, the reasoning as to the eauses of differ- 
ence is unsound. The main causes of the change he takes to 
be as follows—(1) under British rule the arrangements for the 
protection of property are so perfect, and the confidence 
reposed in the rulers so great, that Natives no longer find it 
necessary to bury their wealth, but make free use of it in their 
several branches of trade, and thus derive all the benefit it is 
capable of affording. He proceeds to say,—** It was not so 
under Native rule, when the name of peace was unknown, and 
when neither life nor property was safe ; for it was impossible 
in those times to travel from one city to another without. 
joining a regular ‘ kajila,’ under an armed escort to pre- 
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tect it. Delhi was then the centre of power, and under the 
very walls - the city plunder and rapine were of common 
occurrence.” ~The writer here recites a proverb which he heard 
‘in his youth,—“‘ Money made in the Deccan is only made to 
be lost on the Birria ki pil’ (a bridge near the city of Delhi). 
He goes on to say, —“ The hardships, tyranny, and universal. 
oppression exercised over the- people were such that no one 
dared: to display his wealth, and even the wearing of clean 
clothing was fraught with danger, and indulged in with fear 
and trembling. In such a state of affairs people buried their 
money and valuables, and the former was, consequently, sel- 
dom circulated ; at the same time the necessaries of life were 
cheaper and more abundant. (2) There is now a marked 
improvement apparent in the commerce of the country ; the 
exportation of cotton, indigo, opium, sugar, &c., &e., was 
never before so great as it now is ; and the change, so far 
from being injurious, must be looked upon as beneficial to the 
country and the people, inasmuch as that in exchange for the 
exports, gold and silver are poured into the country, and are 
coined into money.” The writer proceeds to say that although 
the intrinsic value of the rupee is less now than it was for- 
merly, and provisions dearer, still these changes do not affect 
the entire population ; because the value of land has increased, 
and i is daily increasing, the labourer receives higher wages, 
merchants higher prices for their goods, and there is general 
prosperity in the country. ‘ The loss falls heaviest upon those 
who are in service, and how long, we ask, will the paid servants 
of Government bear in silence? Some day the Government 
will find it necessary to increase their pay also.” 
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| ‘The writer concludes by drawing a comparison — between 
the ‘quality of cloth and hardware, which formerly found its 
way to this country, and the quality of what is now imported ; 
and suggests that if this country could but produce them as 
good and as cheap, there would be no necessity for import- 
ng them at all, 
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The Mufid-i-Am, of the 15th January, complains of the 
Police as a body, and says that from the’ time the force has 
been organized to the present they have been a failure, and 
have not answered the expectations of the public in regard to 
their efficiency. After alluding to the numerous complaints 
that have appeared in the public newspapers, the writer pro- 
ceeds to point out that, in almost every town or city, scarcely a 
month passes without ten or fifteen thefts being committed ; 

and yet a reduction in the force has been going on for some 
time, inasmuch as that where there was formerly a guard of 
twenty-five constables only ten remain, and these next to 
useless in the performance of the duties expected from them. — 
It is also’ said that a further reduction is in contemplation, 
which, if carried out, will, the writer thinks, result badly. 
He is of opinion—(1) that every Police-station should be 
provided with a sufficient number to prevent crime; (2) that 
the Police authorities before admitting men should satisfy 
themselves of their antecedents. He concludes by calling the 
attention of the Government of the North-Western Provinces 


to this department, in the hope that the existing defects may 
be remedied, — 


The Alygurh Institute Gazette, of the 24th January, 
alludes to the remarks of a correspondent, published in that 
paper of the 10th January, upon the opinions of Mr. Reade, 
Assistant Magistrate of Furruckabad, concerning the choongea 
laws, and the suppressions of bribery. The editor states that, 
owing to want of space, his own remarks on the letter were 
withheld, but that he now proceeds to: notice it,‘ Our cors 
respondent's objections to Mr. Reade’s wise counsel are, we . 
think, groundless, The only thing we can find fault with is 
the statement about thatched roofs and jafferied verandahs, 
all else is perfectly correet,—(1) Our correspondent’s idea 
that few men can be found, who, for the sake of two pice, 
- would knowingly do diving to injure’ their means of liveli 
hood, is, we think, erroneous; because the doors of bribery 
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and corruption aré ever opén it most departiients; and the 
authorities are weary of their efforts to suppress the evil, while 
those who profit by it look upon it as part of ‘thei wages. 
(2) Our eortespondent affirms that Mr. Reade condemns 


mohurrirs generally as dishoriourable. Our reply is that if 
Mr: Reade finds the generality of them so, and is thus led to 


include the whole class, no great harm has been done. (3) 


Our correspondent states that it is simple tyranny to allow 
the omission of one word in writing a receipt, to be sufficient 
fault on the part of a mohurrir to incur the penalty of dis- 
missal, because all men are liable to err. To this we reply, 
that if it is done for the purpose of embezzlement, it is only 
in accordance with justice to dismiss the one in fault. A 
Baboo in the Telegraph Department is amenable to the law if 
he fails to give notice that the train has left a certain station, 
and a pointsman incurs a penalty by neglect of duty : so that, if 
the reasoning of our correspondent is accepted for one, all have 
the same means of escaping the penalties of their neglect. 
(4) Our correspondent would mercifully excuse the pecca- 
dilloes of men, with large families, and thinks that Govern- 
ment ought to pay them higher wages. If this were admitted 
as fair reasoning, every man with a large family, who holds an 
appointment under Government, could offer the same excuse 
for demanding higher pay. ‘The mere fact of having a large 
family does not point.to evil doings as the inevitable result ; 
on the contrary, it suggests the necessity of living economi- 
cally ; and if the large family be an obstacle to accepting ser- 
vice on small pay, it should prove an inducement fora man 
to seek some situation where he could obtain higher wages, 
instead of committing crime, and then raising arguments to 
defend it.” 


The Najm-al- Akhbar, of the same date, publishes the fol- 
lowing :—‘ During the recent visit of the Lieutenant-Governor 
to Meerut; His Honor remarked that Government had appoint- 
ed the: respectable residents in cities te be Members of Com- 
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mittees; but that instead of acting upon their own judgment, 
he regretted to find that they generally have a habit of ac- 
quiescing in public questions instead of giving their own 
opinions, suggestions, and original ideas. Further, that. it 
was necessary that they should combine and make known 
to the authorities the grievances and troubles suffered by the 
people generally : and point out how to remedy them, in 
order that there might be a complete reformation. 


The Naf’-ul-Azim, of the 21st January, appeals to 
Government for an amendment of the law of evidence in the 
Civil Courts. The writer, after enumerating the evils result- 
ing from it, as it at present stands, proceeds to say that they 
are partly due to the court officers, who allow false evidence 
to pass unnoticed, and make no distinction between those 
who tell truth, and those who do not: nor do the authori- 
ties seem to care to enquire into the character of witnesses, 
or to ascertain whether they are respectable and worthy 
of credence or otherwise. Again, those who give false 
evidence receive no punishment, so that no example is made 
to deter others from following their example. Many persons 
are deprived of their rights owing to witnesses whose false 

evidence is received ; and although the authorities possess the 
desire to shield all from oppression, they are powerless, 
because the British Government has framed a law by which 
they must abide.” The writer concludes by an earnest appeal to 


Government to amend this law for the benefit of the people 
at large. 


POLITICAL(FOREIGN), 

The Matld-t-Nur, of the 28th January, under the heading 
“complaint of the Ranee of Gundal,” publishes the following :— 
“The administration of Political Agents is sometimes such 
that it becomes necessary to bring it to notice in the public 


prints, and put them on their defence. Government having 
recentl y ordered that mnqiry should be. made into the case 
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of the Ranee of ‘Gundal, the result is said to be that the. Ranee ii is 
at variance with the Assistant Political Agent placed over her : 
because the State jewels have been removed from her to his 
keeping—an arrangement to which she objects, as the heir 
to the estate is a minor, and she is his guardian. The Ranee 
complains that she does not know why the jewels have beer 


removed, and appears to think that. their removal from her 


custody indicates a want of confidence in her. On the other 
hand, the political officer declares that the more valuable 
jewels have been removed, and only the inferior ones been 


made over to him; that the Ranee is extravagant, and was 


making free use of them, for which reason they were taken 
from her. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


The Urdu Akhbdr, of the 24th J anuary, n notices that Mr. 
Saunders, Magistrate of Ghazeepore, assembled a committee, 
who passed a resolution to establish six schools in the city 
(the expenses to be borne by the municipality) for the ins- 
truction of the children of the lower orders. It was also 
resolved to erect a suitable building for the accommodation of- 
pupils from a distance. The writer highly approves of these 
measures. mae a 


The Mayo Gazette, of the 25th January, remarks that at the 


High School of Surat the pupils are not permitted in class 


without English shoes. The writer remarks,—“ What an 
excellent system of instruction is this. We are not informed 
whether a ates too, has been érected in which to teach 
Lene to pray.” 


MISCELLANEOUS... 


The Strachey Gazette, of the 17th J anuary, referring to 


the liberality of the Rajah of Travancore, who ié said to have 
given some Rs. 60,000 among certain Brahmins, &e., sug- 
Seats that the money would have béen better laid out in some 


Mote useful manner, in the establishment’ of. a poor-house for 
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instance, which .would have gained a great name for the 
Mabersjah Se 

The Roenameha, of the 22nd January, alludes to the dis- 
covery in various places of gold and precious stones, and pro- 
ceeds to say that in an ancient building at Baroda, the pro- 
perty of a moonshee, gold bars to the value of nine lakhs of 
rupees haye been found, in addition to Rs. 60,000 in cash. 
It is added that “the chief was overjoyed at this piece of 
good fortune, and forthwith issued orders for the demolition 
of all old buildings.’’ We do not know whether the owners 
of such buildings will receive compensation. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the 24th January, states under 
the heading ‘* Lullutpore,” that a notorious character named 
Dulleep Singh is at large, and perpetrating all sorts of 
outrages and bloodshed all over the country. It is stated 
that during one month this outlaw has committed six da- 
coities accompanied with murder and cruelty within as many 
different boundaries. The writer adds that the Police should 
adopt immediate measures for securing this outlaw, and that, 
‘moreover, the Boondela tribe, which is notorious for its lawless 
conduct, should be prevented from indulging in it. 


_ ‘The same paper notices that the Maharajah Holker is 
anxious to free himself of the responsibility hitherto resting 
on him regarding the plunder of mails in his boundary, and 
has petitioned Government to frame new rules regarding the 
agreement. The writer is of opinion that this request ought 
not to be acceded to, as other chiefs would be ,sure to seek 


% 
>. * 


the same concession, and the result would be much misrule, 


The Mufid-t-Am, of the 15th January, complains of the 
bad practice of smoking in railway carriages, and of those 
who indulge in it, carrying matches, chargoal ; fires, &c., for 
the purpose, The writer says he has frequently seen people 
‘smoking their hookahs in railway carriages, with the train 
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4n motion, regardless of the possible consequences. He then 
_ proceeds to say that the want of proper arrangements for the 
comfort of Native travellers, in this and other respects, is 
very much felt, although the Railway. Company’s servants 
and other Europeans may be seen enjoying their tobacco .on 
the platform of any station ; and he enquires why the prohibi- 
tion against smoking there is confined to Natives, and the 
enjoyment of a pipe denied them only. He further points out 
_ that Hindoos complain of the great want of water in Calcutta, 
and other inconveniences during long journeys by railway. 
‘The general conduct of the officials towards them is too well 
known to need further comment. And he concludes -by 
remarking,—‘‘ If the Native underlings were to behave so, it 
would not be surprising, but the marvel is that Huropean offi- 
cials of rank and standing should be so wanting in good man- 
ners as to cast.a slur upon the character of a nation which 
boasts of its civilization and good breeding. | 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 28th January, referring to the 
frequent occurrence of outrages in Shaikhawati (Jeypore),. 
mentions that in the town of Minsirroo Ramgurh, a man 
having murdered his wife, cut off her head, and took it away 
with him to avoid identification. The writer complains that 
although these deeds are of common occurrense, and some 


inquiry into them is generally made, the perpetrators can never: 
be discovered ; and he gives as the reason for this, that the. 


criminals abscond and receive shelter in the ‘‘kotrees” of 

certain chiefs in these States, and that no one can be arrest- 

ed who is so sheltered without the sanction of the chief who 
shelters them. 


The Karndmah, of the 27th January, complains. of the 
furious driving, endangering life and limb, now-a-days so 
common in the stationof Agra. The writer thinks that if the 
wealthy and worldly-minded do so, “ under the intoxicating 


influence of wealth and power, it is certainly quite out of 
place for Padree Sahibs.to follow their example.” He proceeds. . 
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to say that: they do so in the bazaars; and that such conduet 
on the part of those who exhort others.not to cause unéasiness ~ 
or trouble to mankind is very reprehensible. Hi strengthens — 
his argument by giving an instance of an old woman having 
‘been knocked down and hurt by a Padree Sahib, who never 
even turned to enquire what had happened. He also gives 
-another instance where a child was. injured by the buggy of 
‘a moonshee of Choongee. If is added that in the daily Police — 
reports these instances of reckless driving have been recorded 
as “accidents.” Mere rank and position are overlooked; but 
if the wealthy are in fault, they are soon brought to book by 
the Police. The authorities should issue stringent: orders to 
put a stop to this dangerous practice. : 
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